'ABD
‘ABD - عبد‎
Literally & Etymologically: Literally means a servant or a slave. It originates from the Arabic root ‘a-ba-da (ع-ب-د), which carries the core meanings of total submission, humility and utter devotion. 
As an Islamic Term: It carries two interconnected aspects:
In a universal sense: It refers to all created beings — including every human being —as they are, by fiṭrah, absolutely dependent on and subject to the will of Allah and the Takwînî Sharî‘ah.
In a specific sense: It denotes the conscious state and attribute of a human being who willingly submits to the Sharî‘ah, basing his life, character, choices and actions on the commands and prohibitions of Allah, Who is Al-Ma‘bûd.
Etymologically, it is directly bound to the words:
• ‘Ibâdah (عِبَادَة): The acts of worship and obedience rendered unto Allah.
• Al-Ma‘bûd (الْمَعْبُود): It literally means any object, entity, or idol to which ‘ibâdah is offered as an ilah; any object to which the attributes of an ilah are ascribed. It encompasses anything — including physical idols, tyrannical forces, or the worldly desires of one's nafs— whose commands are blindly obeyed and whose prohibitions are strictly avoided. As an Islamic term, it refers to one of the Beautiful Names (al-Asmâ’ al-Husnâ) of Allah, signifying the True and Sole Object of ‘ibâdah. He is the Only Supreme Being Who truly deserves ‘ibâdah and toward Whom all ‘ubûdiyyah must be exclusively directed.
• ‘Ubûdiyyah (عُبُودِيَّة): The state of conscious servitude and absolute submission to Allah as an ‘abd. It represents the entirety of a profound state wherein an ‘abd understands the reality of his being, recognising and accepting his utter weakness, poverty and deficiency before the infinite grandeur of Allah, and materially manifesting this internal realisation in his state, action and conduct through outward acts of ‘ibâdah and absolute obedience exactly as commanded in the Qur’an and exemplified by the Prophet (asm).
(For further explanation, please refer to the compilation on ‘Abd 1-2)
